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E- | "ke 5t out of their P A Y, upon pretcnce of Os and R's by 


4 4 -q ; k Humbly Addreſs'd to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, 


T is the Misfortune of the poor Sailors of the Engliſh-Navy, to have few or 

Eno Friends to take their Part,or repreſent their Grievances to the Parliament 
8&-1n order to have them RedreſFd : Juſtice indeed carnes an equal Ballance 

3 i bc h the Scales hang over the Earth, without any reſpect to the Sea, 
Ns Sailors are as true to their Country as:the Needle of their Compaſs 


»ger, liable to be invaded by every Preſs-Maſter; and thoſe which were born 
tothe Rights and Immunities of Engliſh-men, have all their Propertys knock'd 

on the Head at once, and arc hawl'd away and conftrain'd on Board-Ship,in an 
Honourable fort of Vaſſalage. Thus Wives have their Husbands torn from 
their Arms, Mothers the only hopes of their Families forc'd into Confinement 

- more durable and uncaſy than that of their Wombs, Fathers and'Sons are 
/ , Impriſoned in one wooden Goal. But were this all, the Bondage would 
ſcem more caſje; the Mariners never think their Service to their Country too 
much, they. plough the wide Ocean, contend with the raging Billows of the 
Deep, and with a Bravery peculiar to the Sons of the Sea, meet and fight 

' their Enemy with a wondcrful Contentment and Alacrity, in Defence of 
.., thar Country, and thoſe Rights and Privileges of which'they have . ſo ſmall 
ja ſhare. Indeed their Country has not been backward 1n making a gene- 
-! rous Allowance, ſuitable to the bravery of Men cngag'd in ſuch dangerous 
.Enterprizes $ but their ill Stars have laid-ctherr under fach diſmal: Circum- 
&- ſtances, under ſuch a monſtrous and unparalleld Condutt, that inthe midft 
| of the Plenty. provided for thew, they have been in the greateſt Wants. It 1s 
/ commonly obſery'd in Dealings amongſt Mankind, that'the Seryice of La- 
| | bourers require preſent Money, and 'the Laws of the Realm haye a great rc- 
: ſpect to the Wages of Scrvants, allowing them to be firſt 'paid, even before 
| Bonds, or any preyious Obligations of a contrary Nature * But ſome would 
«$8 | have 
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have eyery Sailor an Exlex, and would make us believe that the ſame deco- 
rum of Juſtice, 1s not to be usd 1n States and Governments, as is practiſed 
amongſt Men of inferiour Ranks and Qualities. However, as the Debts tothe 
Sailors arc National, it ought to be a National Concern; and Grievances of 
this kind being Unredreſs'd, may procure a National Judgment. 

That the &'s and R's upon the Navy-Books, are a comon Grievance, the 
poor Widows of Sailors, and their Attorneys, will loudly juſtifie, to their great 
Grief and Loſs. | 

The R upon the Navy-Books is an immoycable Letter, very ſignificant 
of Injuſtice, and ferves there as a Period in other Books, puting a full ſtop 
to the Sailors Pay ; and tho' the Perſon that puts the permanent R may be bur 
a Cypher himſelf in the account of Juſtice and true Worth, yet his Letter 
| R, is productive of vaſt Sums of Meney, unto the Pocket of ſome Body or 
other, to the Ruin of the Seamen, This R, in Navy Language or Cha- 
racter (which you pleaſe) ſignifies Run, and this Run is of different Mean- 
ing and Signafication too, 1t 15 Crambo'd and tortur'd moſt damnably, forc'd- 
eo expreſs the meaning of any thing the Commanders of the Navy pleaſe. 

If a poor Man be {ct fick a Shore, fo that he cannor get a-board his Ship 
before the Sails, then he is made Run upon the Books: If he be a Shore by 
the Captains Order, about the Ships Buſineſs, and ſome Orders from Above 
force the Ship out of Harbour before he can get a-board, the Ship runs 
| away from him, and he from the. Ship at the fame Time: If he go 1mme- 
diately.on Board another Ship, yet he is Run fill. The immoyable R, of the 
Navy, 1s as fixt as the Law of the Medes and Perſians. If he make Intereſtar 
the Adnuralty to get the R taken off. ( fox 'tis in the Power of thoſe Men yon 
know to. do. mighty Wonders ) then his Petition comes out with chis 
pretty Device at the bottom, read the 1 12h of February; refusd, 7.Barchett. 

But farther to diſcover the meaning of this ſignificant Letter R, T ſhall: 
give an Account how 1t 1s apply'd to the poor Sailors upon the Navy-Books: 
I. Such, as never defign'd to dyſett the: Service, but being return'd from 
long Voyages,  and-chcir Ships being either in Port or Dock, haycadvencur's 
- to viſit their Friends, '4n order to provide themſclves with Apparchand other: 
Neceſlarics, and perhaps, have met with Preſs-Gangs: belonging to- other Hips, 
and foredi on. Boaxd,z, this has beeneſtecmed by the Navy a Deſertion, and 
they haye.made ſuch Sailors Rux, upon their Books. 


. = 


II, Thoſecthat, have. been wrn'd over from one Ship to another, and aftet 
having, ſery'd ſome, ame in; the latter, their Tickets for their Service! in the 
tormer Ships. have 'been-delivered:them, and after having ſery'd on Board: fe- 
ycral other Ships;perhaps twoor three Years, after being ſet ſick on- Shore; the 
firſt Tickets: with, the reſt, have been made Qx&ri'dor Run, and their Wages 
tad. 4 
Now; that ſuch-Practices as; theſe are: contrary toall the Law, Juſtice, and 
Reaſan in the Worſdj is: demonſtrable. | nd 
I. Such as have. their Tickets given them, are ſuppoſed 'to' be'gwlty of no 
Crime at that junFtareg_ and ſuch Tickets are, and have been cſeemed as 
the King's Bonds and, Bills of Exchange, and were formerly Paid upon ſighc. 
Now, 1t.15.very hard, that a Sailor tranſgreſſing in one Ship, ſhould become 
ſo guilcy,, as by thatCrime to forfeit all his Wages informer Ships ; So that 
good ſcryice and bad, according to Navy Juftice, are alike puniſhable. 
II, Many wcll-attected Pcoplero his Majeſties Service, and our of Charity 
ro their diſtreſſed Neighbours, have ſupplied many Sailors with Money, tothe 


full 


(-3). 
full value of thar Tickets, and when they come to the Navy to be paid, re- 
ceive nothing but an R for their Money. = 

Il. The Qzerying and Running of ſuch Tickets, have abominably leſſen'd 
the Navy 1n reſpect of Wages, and made the moſt Glorious Navy in the 
World the moſt Scandalous,by ſuch barbarous Abuſes ; infomuch that Tickets 
formerly ſold at 25. 6d. per Pound, arc now fold for Seven, Eight, Ten, and 
Twelve Shillings loſs per pound. 

* The next thing to be confider'd is the Letter 2. upon the Navy Books, 
which ſtandsthere as near Injuſtice,as it docsto theLetter R in theAlphaber. This 
© 1s generally put upon ach as are ſet Sick a Shoar : And then the poor Sailor 
is to gueery for Juſtice, which he may do till he is blind and never find it. Thar 
this practiſe is Barbarous and Inhuman, is very evident. 

L. It ſinks the Labourers Hire into Private Pockets, deprives diſtreſſed Fa- 
nulies of their Bread, purchaſed by the hazard of Human Life, and brings un- 
neceſlary Charge upon Pariſhes. 

IL This Q's a new Letter in the Navy Books, Qzeries being neyer heard 
of till the year 1690, before which time, eyery Man fet ſick aſhoar, had his 
Wages paid him, and was diſcharged from the Service, 

_ HI. The great Sickneſſes which at and ſince that time happen'd in the 
Fleet, was the Foundation of theſe barren ; a very hard caſc, that a Saylor 
muſt loſe his Money becauſe he has loſt his Health in the Service ; muſt have 
bad Pay becauſe he has been poyſoned with bad Proviſions. 

IV. Many, 1t not moſt of thoſe, who haye been ſet Sick a ſhoar; haye 
thought themſelves Diſcharged, according to former Cuſtom, being alto- 
gether ignorant of the new Practiſe of the Navy. 

V. Many that haye been long Voyages, and being Sick for many months 
together, ſecing the major part of the Ships Crew were bury'd, haye been 
thereby diſhcartned to go a-board Ship again, Diſcaſes being more dreadful 
to Saylors than Battle or Storm. <8 

VI. Nor can it be rationally expeCted, that ſuch as hays gontracted In- 
diſpoſitions and Diſtempers, by unwholſome Proviſions, or a contagious Aur, 
ſhould (aftcr a Months Refreſhment in Sick Quarters, or labouring 6 or 12 
Months under their Maladies,in an Hoſpital)can be fit to return aboard Ship,or 
be capable of doing his Majcfty Service; but che'contrary is evident, by the vaſt 
numbers that died ſoon after their return on Board, as well as thoſe that 
were ſet Sick on ſhoar. ; 

And wou'd it not now be juſt to pay ſuch Men their Wages? Wou'd 1t 
not be for the Honour of His Majeſty, - for the Repntation and Credit of the 
Navy, to conſider their Caſes, and pay the Debts due from the Nation to 
ſuch Saylors? 

1. As have been ſet Sick on Shoar ſince the concluſion of the Peace. : 

2. Tothe Executors and Attorneys of ſuch as died in Sick, Quarters, Hoſpitals, 

' . br Hoſpital Ships. Mo 
3. To ſuch asafter Recovery have entred on Board any of his Majeſties S hips. 

4. Toſuch as have been wounded or hurt, and receiv d Penſions, or Smart-Mo- 

ey for tbe ſam. | = "og 

. Tofu 7 - 1 xl fix Months, or upwards, in Sick, Quarters or Hoſpitals, 

or have heen diſcharged from thence as Incurable. | | 
6. Toſuch as the Captains of Ships have diſcharged by Tickets, as anſervicea- 
. ble, as being either Sick, Lame or Blind, CC. 


7. To 


A + 
is. To ſuch as are made Run upon Ships wherein they have ſerved faithfulh, 
I : and have Tickets given them for ſuch Service ; it being ſufficient, that the 
Wages be only forfeited in ſuch Ships wherein they became Delinquents and 
aftually run away. t | 

This Uſage of Free-born Engliſhmen, might move Compaſſion in any but 
*1 thoſe whoſe Buſineſs it is to Cheat them, and raiſe their own Fortunes out 
of their Ruins. This indeed is a miſerable Scene of human Cruelty, un- 
known to the Heathen Nations, and yet practiſed in a Chriſtian Country, built 
on the Pillars of good and wholſom Laws, and under a Government ſer upfor 
no other reaſon that I know, but on purpoſe to deſtroy ſuch Arbitrary Pro- 
cecdings, and to diſpence common Juſtice to all Men. There is little more 
difference berwixt a Gally-Slave and an Engliſh Saylor, than that one ſerves in 
expectation of Pay, and the other withour it; yct one 1s ſometimes as well 
paid as the other. This barbarous Uſage of Mariners, have made them in- 
ſtead of deſerting our Ships of War only, and taking Merchants Service, for- 
ſake their Country, and Sail with Foreigners, in hopes of better Juſtice and U- 
fage abroad than they have met with athome. This barbarous Uſage has made 
many Thouſands of them turn Pyrates during the laſt War ; and thoſe that 
turn Free-booters are generally the Flower and Youth of the Seamen; fo that 
in time our Ships ſhall be Man'd only with decripid old Age, and the refuſe 
of the Sea, to the weakning of the Nation and Government, for every Sailor 
loſt isa Stone taken out of our National Walls, which ſuffering ſuch continual 
Dlapidations, will atlaſt rumble down, and leaye us expoſed to the Inſults of 
any Invader. | 

And after all, Pray what is become of the Money that was ordered to pay 
che Seamen, upon whom the R's and C's have been put? If it remains ſtill in 
the King's Hands, there is yet ſome hopes of relief left tro the nuſerable Sailors, 
but if it be otherwiſe diſfgoſed of, their Diſeaſe ſeems Incurable. When we 
look into the Pay-Office and ſee there ſome Clerks at 3o/. per Annum purcha- 
ſing Eſtates, others turning Merchants, and employing vaſt Sums of Money in 
Trade, we maYgive a ſhrewd Gueſs'what is become of the poor Sailors Money. 
And how ſhall their Creditors be paid ? How ſhall their Widows and nume- 
rous Fatherleſs Children be provided for? Will not the chargeto the ſeyeral 
Paryhes,upon this account, be heavier upon the Subject than the Taxes during 
the'War. 

The Hardſhips of the Saylors during the late War, by being fed with Bread 
made of Pcaſe and Horſe-Beans, inſtead of Wheat, when our Country al- 
low'd them all Species of proviſions good in their kind, is not inconſiderable ; 
when by their 11] Uſage ſeveral Perſons got great Eſtates out of the Saylors 
Bcllics ; butto be kept out of their Pay into the bargain, 1s intolerable. 

Still they Groan-under the ſame Misfortunes, they labour under the ſame 
Grievances, and expect no Relict but from this Honourable Houle. 

They defire-:no-more than the common Rights and Freedoms of the good 
Pcople of England, and to. be freed from an Oppreſſive Power of Admiralty ; 
and that they. may have but the ſame Privilege with the menial Servants of 


the Kingdom, in the Recovery of their Wages. If the miſerable Condition of 
difti (ud L airnilivo vapulku w il BLCALCIT wants ; if their {taryving Wives ind 


Families now ready to periſh, merely for their Services to their Country, will 
not move Compalſlion* ler the preſent JunEture of Affairs, the Incereſt of Re- 
I1gion, the Safety of Ezrope, thePreſervation of England, of your own Eſtates 
your Wives and Families, now in danger, move this Honourable Houſe ro 
the Conſideration of Their Deplorable Circumſtances. 


All which is ſubmitted, &c;, 


